Homework Experiment: Mechanical vs Chemical Digestion-A

Name_____________________Grade 7   Date_________________
This homework does NOT require a textbook.
Use materials you already have at home.
Answer in complete sentences where asked.

Activity: Mechanical vs. Chemical Digestion Model
Materials
- One slice of bread or cracker
- A plastic bag or bowl
- Water

Procedure
1. Place the bread or cracker into the plastic bag or bowl.
2. Crush it with your fingers to model mechanical digestion.
3. Add a small amount of water and gently mix.
4. Observe how the food changes.

Questions
1. What part of digestion does crushing the food represent?
______________________________________________

2. What does adding water represent?
______________________________________________

3. How did the food change after crushing and adding water?
______________________________________________

4. Which part of digestion do you think happens in the mouth?
______________________________________________

5. Why is it helpful for digestion to begin in the mouth?

